SCHOOL STORE SPREADSHEET FOR MONTH OF OCTOBER


DESCRIPTION AND PURPOSE: As a part of our Student-Run School Store Project, fifth grade students are asked each month to create a spreadsheet using the data from the sales.  In this, the students learn basic software operations as well as about economic concepts such as profit.  The sale presents a valuable opportunity for students to use mathematics and problem solving to manipulate data.  In addition to this, students are able to make visual representations of the information using the graphing functions of Excel.

PROBLEM AND SETUP: Our School Store is entirely operated and managed by our fifth grade class.  As the year progresses, students are able to learn basic concepts in which they later further develop.  This data was collected for the month of October.  Using this information, you will be able to answer the following questions and enable you to notice trends that exist in your sales.

STUDENT QUESTIONS:

1. What was the total number of each item sold taking into consideration both sales before school and during lunch?

2. What was the total profit earned before school?

3. What was the total profit earned after school?

4. What percentage of the total profit was earned before school?

5. What percentage of the total profit was earned during lunch?

6. Using this information, graph the percentages (% before school, % during lunch).

7. Question to think about: Should there be more help at the School Store before school or during lunch?  Why?

